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PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 419 

clear avoidance of the literal divinity of Christ (p. 44) and of per- 
sonification of the deity (p. 146), render his conclusions theologically 
unacceptable to certain churches; the main tendencies of Part III. 
(Philosophical) and certainly of Part II. (Psychological) serve to 
rekindle the religious spirit and to promote a healthful optimism and 
devotion to service. Professor Drake shows fanciful ingenuity in 
vesting the divinity of Christ (p. 142) — and the doctrine of the 
Trinity (p. 136) — with a transcendental meaning. Indeed, his ulti- 
mate formulation of faith clings reverently to the older forms and 
phraseology, touched to a significance more in keeping with the ra- 
tionalistic tendencies of modern thought. 

The chapters are well and clearly written, and concluded with 
carefully chosen bibliographies. If at times, as in Chapter X., there 
are general, abstract, sweeping statements to cover ground — much 
ground had to be covered — with insufficient concrete illustration, 
Professor Drake as a whole sustains the quality of his valuable Prob- 
lems of Conduct. Though his .transfiguration of prayer into a mono- 
logue of reflexion, praying to nothing definite with no effect on any- 
thing external (pp. 190-92) exemplifies a tendency to wrest the 
spirit in forms so as to suit his purpose, the judgment and taste 
of the author will usually find acceptance. He has gone far in an 
endeavor to pour new wine into old bottles. It is not unfair for 
offended conservatism or dissatisfied rationalism to use in reply his 
own words (p. 221) : "What though creeds and rites are foolish and 
fanciful, so the spiritual vision is high and ennobling ! ' ' 

Percy W. Long. 
Harvabd Univeesitt. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 
PSYCHOLOGICAL BULLETIN. September, 1918. Child 
and Educational Psychology Number. Tunable Bars, and Some 
Demonstrations with a Simple Bar and a Stethoscope (pp. 293- 
300) : P. T. Young. -A research from the Cornell Laboratory — a dis- 
cussion of tunable bars for pitch discrimination and some demon- 
strations with a sample bar and a stethoscope. General Reviews and 
Summaries: Educational Psychology (pp. 301-311): C. T. Gray. - 
One hundred and thirteen references are reviewed including those on 
texts, educational tests, algebra, arithmetic, biology, chemistry, etc. 
Child Psychology (pp. 311-323) : David Mitchell. - Fifty-seven ref- 
erences are reviewed including those on general discussions, language 
and speech development, natural education, exceptional children, spe- 
cial topics, experimental studies. 

Mordell, Albert. The Erotic Motive in Literature. New York: 
Boni & Liveright. 1919. Pp. 250. 



